REPORT  OP  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
J.  S.  RANSON  M.  R.  C.  S.  ; L.R.C.P.  J D.P.H. 

FOR  THE  HALSTEAD  RURAL  DISTRICT 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1 944. 


SECTION  A. 


Area  in  acres • * 77,089 

Population  (Registrar  General Js  estimate)  15*810 

Dumber  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1944) 

according  to  th&fRate  Books.  A.*  . 5,486 

Rateable  Value  . . . . * .£55 ,293 

Sum  represented  By  a penny  rate w i..  ...  ..£242.  8s. 


Extracts  from  vital  statistics 

Total 

Live  Births  Legitimate  234 

Illegitimate  SI 

Still  Births  5 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population...  i 6 . i 
Still  hirth  rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  ‘births...  19.6 
Deaths  (Registrar  General* s estimate)  ...  ....  . ..  ...254 
Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population...  16,0 


Male  Female 
116  118 

12  9 


Death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age:- 

Total  Deaths. . 

Deaths  of  all  infants  per  1,000  live  births 74.5 

Deaths  of  legitimate  infants  per  1 ,000  legitimate 

live  births.  ...  76.8 

Deaths  of  illegitimate  infants  per  1 ,000  illegitimate 

live  births.  ...  47«6 


Deaths  from- Cancer  (all  ages)...  42 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages). nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Oough  (all  ages) nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) ...  3 

Deaths  at  Various  Age  Gro  up  so  during  1944. 
^registered  and  transferred) 

Age  Group.  No.  of  Deaths. 

Under  one  year.  20 

1 and  under  2 years,  0 

2 and  under  5 years . ...  ...  1 

5 and  under  15  years ...  3 

15  and  under  25  years 3 

25  and  under  35  years 9 

35  and  under  45  years 6 

45  and  under  55  years 11 

55  and  under  65  years 28 

65  and  under  75  years 64 

75  and  upwards., 1 03 


Total 


248 


From  these  figures  in  comparison  with  those  or  former  years, 
it  is  noticeable  that  the  , '•Regis' trar  .General  estimates  that  the 
population  of  the  District  has  de'creased  T11  number  from  16,580 
in  1940  to  15,810  in  1944.  The  birth  rate  of  16.1  per  1,000  is 
the  highest  for  many  years.  That  for  the  year  1940  was  11.8  and 
in  each  successive  year  has  shown  an  increase.  The  death  rate 
of  16.0  is  high  but  that  for  1943  stood  at  1 6.3-  . - 


/ 


I 


f 


i It  must  be  considered  that  the  decrease  of  population 
mentioned  is  due  to  the  draughting  of  young  persons  to  the 
Forces,  leaving  a larger  proportion  of  persons  of  the  higher 
age  groups o 

SECTION  B. 

Health  ‘Services  of  the  Area. 

Staff: 

tJ • S»  Sanson j M»  S»  C.  Sc  fL*  R.  O.P.  ^D.  P.H. 

Kedical  Officer  of  Health. 

G-.  F.  Beaman,  A.  R.  S.  I.  ;M.  S.  I.  A. 

Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor. 

L.  W.:  Eves,  M.  R.  S.  I.  $M.  S.  I.  A.  ;M.  R.  I.  P.H.H. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor. 

The  Ambulance  Service  and  Laboratory  Facilities  remain  the 
same  as  in  former  years. 


SECTION  0. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  Area. 

Water  Supply. 

With  the  exception  of  the  Council's  piped  supplies  at 
Earls  Colne,  Colne  Engaine,  Castle  Hedin^iam,  Steeple  Bumpstead 
and  He lions  EUmpstead,  the  District  still  derives  its  water 
from  comparative! y shallow  wells,  springs,  and  a number  of 
private  wells  and  boi?eholes*  The  water  derived  from  boreholes 
is  considered  to  be  beyond  suspicion*  The  supplies  from  shallow 
wells  throughout  the  District  are,  on  analysis,  usually  reported 
upon  as  being  satisfactory,  but  many  show  evidence  of  occasional 
manurial  contamination,  and  cannot  therefore  be  considered  safe 
supplies.  There  is  undoubtedly  a general  shortage  of  water,  but 
this  has  not  been  adcentuated  during  recent  years.  Realising 
this  shortage,  the  douncil  has  decided  to  put  in  hand  the  piped 
scheme,  prepared  before  the  war,  as  soon  as  possible.  During 
the  year  there  has  been  no  gross  contamination  of  any  water 
supply  and  the  Council's  piped  schemes  have  been  controlled  by 
a series  of  analyses . There  has  been  no  evidence  of  any  pi umbo- 
solvent  action  of  the  water  of  these  supplies. 


The  estimated  number  of  the  population  at  the  present  time*: 
supplied  by  the  piped  schemes  is:- 

To  the  houses j 2500. 

By  standpipes  1000. 


Pumps  repaired  ...  . < . 

Pumps  inspected  

Standpipes  repaired. . . ...  

Services  repaired.  ...  ... 

Wells  cleansed  and  repaired...  

New  services  

Ram  supplies  cleansed  and  repaired 

Ram  supplies  inspected  ....  ...  . , « ...  .......  . . * 

Inspections  re  above  and  Water  Works  inspections. . 

Meter  readings  

Analyses  (a)  Private,,. ...  ...  ... 

(b)  Public  c . . . . . 


. ..  22 
...37 
...  7 

...  19 

...  7 

. . . 11 

...  3 

. <n  . 1 ij- 

. . . 298 
...97 
...  5 

...  12 


Nuisances. 


Complaints  received  and  dealt  with 


78 


Disinfections, 


Infectious  Diseases 


0 


2 


I 


\ 


• o o 


Sower  ditch  inspections  . . . 
Sewers  inspected  . . , ..  , » « . 
Sewers  repaired  • • , . 

Cesspools  etc,  inspected,  . . . 
Repairs  anrl  improvements.  . . . 
Sewage  Works  inspections. . . . 
Drains  inspected  Old.  . . . . * . 

n ■ Row,  . . ...  i 
Conversions  Palls  to  V/,  C,  s.  , 
Privies  to  pails* 
Few  Pail  el coots  « . . 0 . . . . . 
Few  Water  closets.  , . . « „ . . «. 


• • 


O o 


63 

56 

15 

28 

26 

173 

42 

28 

11 

3 

10 

28 


Pi  spec tic no. 


Factories  and  workshops  . c , 
Salvage.,  . , . . . . . . . 0 


'Tents  and  caravans  . 
1 Pa*'  rfesta if  ons  . , 

War  Damage  . . . , „ „ , 
Shel  te  r in n pc  c 1 1 on  s 

f ^P*'0  ~ 1 ‘ ■"  c*' • 

j..  1 (A  d . go  > 

Rats  and  mice,  . , , 
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Housing*  ^ 

With  the  cessation  of  host!  lit!  es  immediate  attention  must 
he  given  to  housing*  A number  of  the  older  plaster  houses  in 
the  District  which  were  in  a had  staie  of  repair  before  the 
war  have  no v he cone  so  dilapidated  that  they  can  only  he  dealt 
with  by  demolition.  It  may  he  said  that,  with  the  present 
shortage  of  houses,  any  house  is  better  than  none,  bait,  in  spite 
of  this  View,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  general,  standard  of 
living  of  the  District  cannot  improve  until  these  houses  have 
disappeared a The  in vended  provision  of  a piped  water  scheme 
throughout  the  District  with  the  consequent  installation  of 
sewage  disposal  works,  and  the  carrying  of  electricity  to  the 
outlying  villages  .will  so  improve  the  general  household 
amenities  that  those  houses  cannot  in  the  near  future  meet  the 
demands  of  workers  ir.  the  countryside.  Additional  houses  are 
at  the  present  time  required,  but  unless  some  industries  are 
directed  so  the  area  there  seems  that  there  is  not  likely  to 
he  any  increase,  in  future,  of  the  population,  and  that 
ultimately  these  additional  houses  must  replace  those  that 
are  at  the  present  time  unsatisfactory.  It  is , therefore, to 
be  hoped  that  one  by  one  as  circumstances  permit  these  well- 
known  dilipadated  houses  will  be  demolished. 


A survey  of  the  District  is  to  be  made  placing  the  houses 
in  their  various  categories.  This  should  clearly  lay  out 
those  houses  that  are  unsatisfactory,  those  that  either  require 
repairs  or  reconstruction,  and  those  whose  ultimate  fate  must 
be  demolition.  When  once  this  survey  has  been  carried  out 
the  building  programme  for  the  future  should  be  clear.  It  must 
always  be  borne  in  mind  that  generally  speaking  houses,  in  the 
future  must  be  erected  on  -sites  where  water  facilities,  sewage 
disposal  and  electricity  are  available. 


Housing. 

Reconditioning  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ....  34 

Houses  inspected  - routine  , . « ...  ...  120 

Housing  complaints  and  inspections . 53 

Interviews  re  housing  . . . ...  ...  42 
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Council  House  repairoinspectiohs ...  320 

Housing  Sites  and  Hew  Works  inspected 28 

Private  Enterprise  inspections.  * ...  30 

Overcrowding  inspections  ...  ...  m 


SECTION  E. 

Inspection  o?  Food. 

Summary  of  Unsound  Food  condemned  during  1944* 


Tins  of  Milk  1 88 

Tins  of  Meat  ...  * 20 

Tins  .of : Fir: he. ...  ...  ...  . • * ...  38 

Tins  of  Vegetables*  . 5 

Lbs.  of  Meat  . * . . 631- 

Lbs.  of  Pish  ...  280 

Lbs.  of  Other  Poods 8 


SECTION  F. 

Prevalence  an 1 control  over  Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 

The  year  has  been  particularly  free  from  outbreaks  of  infectious 
disease.  Thirty  eight  cases  of  infectious  Jauildice  were  notified, 
but  these  cases  were  scattered  throughout  the  District.  No  case  of 
diphtheria  occurred,  as  perhaps  might  be  expected  with  the  present 
high  rate  of  children  immunised  against  this  disease. 

Twenty  cases  of  tuberculosis  have  been  notified.  Of  these  cases 
eight  were  newcomers  to  the  District  and  two  were  of  persons, 
Usually  resident  in  the  District,  but  serving  in  the  Forces. 


Disease 

Total  cases 

Cases  admitted 

Total 

notified. 

to  Hospital* 

Deaths. 

Sdarlet  Fever 

15 

3 

O' 

Whooping  Cough 

38 

0 

0 

Infective  jaundice 

38 

0 

0 

Erysipelas 

6 

0 

0 

Acute  polio-myelitis 

3 

3 

0 

Pneumonic 

6 

0 

7 

Measles 

17 

0 

0 

123 

6 

7 

Tuberculosis. 

Oases  notified;;- 

Adults  - Pulmonary 

8 

Female 

9 

Adults  - No :nr pulmonary  .. 

1 

Female 

0 

Children  - Pulmonary. . . . 

0 

Female 

0 

Children  - Non- pulmonary. 

1 

Female 

1 

Deaths 

Adults  - Pulmonary 

0 

Female 

3 

Adults  - Non- pulmonary  .. 

0 

Female 

0 

Children  - Pulmonary..  . . 

0 

Female 

0 

Children  - Non-pulmonary, 

1 

4 


I 


Diphtheria  Immunisation. 


The  immunisation  of  children  against  diphtheria  has  been 
continued.  A large  number  of  children  have  been  immunised  at 
Welfare  Centres  and  Clinics  on  attaining  the  age  of  one  year. 

A number  of  third  doses  have  been  given  to  children  now  aged 
6 years  who  received  two  former  doses  in  their  second  year. 

It  is  estimated  that  at  the  present  time  76  per  cent  of  the 
children  aged  from  one  to  four  years  and  89  per  cent  of  the 
children  aged  from  5 to  15  years  are  immunised. 
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